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 Victoria Camera Club  
 Richard James, Vice President (Communications) and Close-Up editor. 
 
 This summer has seen a complete rebuild of our website (now at 

www.victoriacameraclub.ca) as the former site was getting rather unwieldy and 

difficult to manage. After researching the options from “do it yourself” to various packaged 
solutions we chose the Visual Pursuits platform which was developed in conjunction with PSA. 
We have challenged the capabilities of the package and the developer has been very prompt 
in addressing suggestions for enhancements. 
The changeover was in part to address the desire of our webmaster to pass on the reins to a 
new team. Garry Schafer has been our webmaster since 2006 and has moved the website 
through many iterations which have proved successful in several PSA club website 
competitions. Our new webmaster team is Steve Jakes and Leah Gray with two assistants 
who work in the background. 
The new website includes an expanded gallery section and the implementation of discussion 
forums. It also integrates competition management with the website which will simplify 
management of our extensive competition program. In the 2014 – 15 year approximately 1,670 
images were entered in our competitions compared to 1,330 in the 2012 – 13 year. 
Membership continues its upward trend with approximately 280 members. Our membership is 
becoming more diverse with more “younger” members joining as well as a few student 
members. 
Preparations are underway for our fall print show, likely in November this year. We are 
currently negotiating to use gallery space in the heart of downtown which will make our show 
much more visible to the public. 
This summer we ventured farther afield with one of our field trips being to the Palouse in 
Eastern Washington. Ten members attended the very intensive five-day session. We found 
that it certainly pays to have a leader who lives in, and knows, the area. 
Our club magazine, Close-Up, continues to thrive with support from our members and 

advertisers. We entered the newly revived CAPA newsletter competition this year and were 
very pleased to receive the first place Gold Award. Our newsletter is available on our website. 
Some of our members enter external competitions as individuals. Of particular note recently, 
Wendi Donaldson Laird received a PSA Gold Medal for Photojournalism at the 121st Toronto 
International Salon of Photography for her image “Rescue at Sea.ò  In addition she entered a 
number of international salons accredited by PSA in 2014 and placed 18th in North America 
(8th in Canada) in the PSA Projected Image Division and 11th in North America (3rd in Canada) 
in the Pictorial Print Division large color print categories. This year she also earned the 
“Associate” designation (AAPS) from the Australian Photographic Society and the “Artiste” 
(AFIAP) designation from FIAP (Federation Internationale de L'Art Photographique). 
 

The Art of 

Photography . . .  

..it is after all, an art form. Art 
doesn’t have to look like reality. Art can be very unreal and still look pleasing. As a 
photographer, your goal is to create photographs that are “pleasing to the eye”. Why? Why 
can't photographic art look unreal and be accepted? The next time someone says, “Oh, your 
photo looks so real!” thank them, but be mindful that none of your photographs – not a single 
one – is 100% the real thing, but only your interpretation of that subject – whether realistic or  
artistic - using all the settings on your camera to arrive at the final photograph. 
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